Christine Liu-Perkins — Author Visits

Christine Liu-Perkins specializes in writing STEAM
nonfiction and informational fiction for children. Always
interested in what motivates people, she completed a PhD
in educational psychology at Stanford University. The
daughter of Chinese immigrants, she was born in Boston
and raised in Kansas City. After living in various cities
across America, Asia, and Europe, she now calls Colorado
home. Learn more at https://christineliuperkins.com/.

THE QUEST FOR A TANGRAM DRAGON

A brave Little Triangle seeks a Chinese e 3 ,

dragon to bring rain to the thirsty land. Along e bt =
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the dragon they need?

The book won the 2025 Mathical Book Prize
for Young Readers K-2 and was a 2025
Colorado Book Award finalist for Children’s
Literature.
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For Families or Elementary School Students

Fun with Tangrams! (30-45 minutes). I introduce the audience to the classic Chinese tangram
puzzle by reading my picture book, The Quest for a Tangram Dragon. Then everyone is invited
to make seven tangram puzzles of animals from the story: a butterfly, bat, bird, fish, dog, horse,
and Chinese dragon. The story is aimed at ages 5-8, and the puzzles can be enjoyed by ages 5-99.

For Educators

Using Tangrams to Teach Geometry (45 minutes). Tangrams are a fun, effective, hands-on
tool for teaching geometry skills for all levels from preschoolers to high schoolers. Working with
tangrams makes abstract concepts visual, concrete, and engaging for students. I share the picture
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book The Quest for a Tangram Dragon, a story introducing children to tangrams. Then I delve
into how tangrams can be used to teach geometry skills -- from exploring properties of basic
shapes to presenting area, perimeter, fractions, percentages, and even the Pythagorean theorem. I
provide links to articles and hands-on lessons for teaching with tangrams.

AT HOME IN HER TOMB

Lady Dai and the Ancient Chinese Treasures of Mawangdui

Over two thousand years ago, a nobleman’s
family lived in luxury. The husband, his
wife, and one of their sons were buried in
lavish tombs stocked with everything their
souls would need to be comfortable in the
afterlife. Then they were forgotten . . .

Until 1972, when Lady Dai’s tomb was
opened—revealing an amazingly preserved,
soft-fleshed body wrapped in layers of silk
and encased in nested coffins. The thousands
of artifacts in the three tombs of Mawangdui
revealed long-lost secrets of life in the early
Han dynasty. What do they tell us about the
people of that time and place?

This middle-grade nonfiction book appeared
on multiple "best books of the year" lists
compiled by educators, librarians, and

For Middle-School Students or for Writers

reviewers. It was recommended by both the
National Science Teachers Association
(NSTA) and the National Council for the
Social Studies (NCSS).
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At Home in Her Tomb

Lady Dai'and the Ancient Chinese Treasures of Mawangdui

Telling True Stories: Curiosity, Questions, and a Chinese Mummy (45 minutes).

I take the audience on a tour of an ancient Chinese tombsite called Mawangdui, explaining the
process I used to research and write At Home in Her Tomb. Questions drive each stage of my
writing process from initial curiosity to research, notetaking, outlining, focusing the writing, and

making connections to readers.



